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To: Field Staff

From: Legislative Tem

Re: Talking points re “STAND UP FOR REFORM NOW”:

THE TIME IS NOW FOR CIR:

· CIR is long overdue: The time has come for Congressional leaders in both parties to stop the partisan gridlock, to stop the excuses, and to step forward and solve this urgent problem.  Our leaders need to restore the rule of law to our immigration system, strengthen the economy by helping workers, taxpayers, and honest employers, and get this country back on track.
· There is bi-partisan leadership in the Senate:  Senators Schumer and Graham have been working hard to forge a bi-partisan framework that can get the bi-partisan support needed to win 60 votes in the Senate.  Their op-ed, published in the Washington Post on March 19, outlines the substantive framework they are planning to incorporate in their bill and signals their determination to move things forward this year.
· There is a commitment by the White House:  President Obama has recently reaffirmed his determination to move CIR forward this year as well, and has pledged to work with Senators Schumer and Graham to secure the 60 votes needed to pass legislation in the Senate this year.
· There is momentum from voters:  More than 200,000 immigrants and citizens came to Washington DC on March 21st to express their strong support for CIR and to demand action from their elected leaders.  This unprecedented show of support is being echoed in events of tens of thousands of people across the country during the Congressional recess, in cities such as Las Vegas, San Francisco, Los Angeles, Chicago, Seattle, New York, and points in between.  Calls to Congressional offices from supporters are outnumbering calls from opponents of reform.  Voters are energized, mobilized, and organized.
  

· There is time on the Congressional calendar and the commitment from Senate leadership to move the issue:  Senators Reid and Leahy have pledged to make time on the Judiciary Committee calendar and on the Senate floor once bi-partisan legislation is introduced later in April.  The health care debate is over, financial regulatory reform and climate change legislation is percolating, but immigration reform legislation can be “ready for liftoff” by the end of April, and the Senate can finish action by its July 4th recess.
· There is the opportunity for a bi-partisan “win” on this issue:  It is in the interest of both political parties to deliver on CIR and to secure support from immigrant communities who are watching and expecting their elected leaders to deliver.  Latino voters in particular will be judging the actions of Congress on immigration reform as a key element that determines which party and which candidates they will support in the mid-term and presidential elections.

· Your support is key!  Senators Schumer and Graham, and President Obama, need to hear from you, to know that you will support their efforts to get legislation drafted and moving in the coming weeks.  As Senator Gregg stated on March 31st, ““Well I think it’s a good time to do it [immigration reform], to be honest with you, because the economy has reduced the pressure on the southern border, people coming across. So we got a chance of breathing space to get our immigration policy right.” 
